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Behind the Scenes  
with Debra Roy …  

 
     I would like to take a moment to say thank you to our Board of 
Directors as well as every committee.  We all work together to 
bring you an array of exciting, entertaining and educational 
activities and events.   
     Our Board of Directors is a “working board” that not only sets 
policy and makes financial decisions, but directors also serve on 
committees and volunteer at events, as well as make financial 
contributions.  That is an extraordinary Board!  Thank You! 
     Working right along side the Board and me, each committee 
has a unique role in the development and implementation of 
events and activities.  Committee chairpersons and members 
take on specific tasks that when completed make the Center run 
smoothly.  Tasks run the gamut from fund development to public 
relations, adult and youth programming to special events, 
volunteer recruitment to appreciation, property maintenance to 
landscaping, theater season choices to recruiting new directors, 
concert selection to concert technical set up, visual art exhibits to 
gallery management, to name a few! 
     My role as Managing Director is exciting and challenging, and 
with the multitude of fantastic people making things happen, it is 
also an honor and pleasure.  Thank you for all of your hard work! 

 
- Debra Roy, Managing Director 

 

��������
����
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�

Participating Artists                                                                        
�

Kate Bader Travel Photography 
Lori Barker Engraved Phototransfers on Metal 

Deedra Bowman Quilting 
Tom Chesnut Nature Photography 
Carin Evans Gift Card Paintings & Designs 

Kristen Fitzgerald Original Costume Jewelry 
Nancy & Tom Forster Pottery 

Jami Gras Sculpture 
Lynn Huntington Paintings 
Patti A. Kennedy Pottery 

Kathy Kosto Textile Artwork 
Mary Pierce LaFleur Ceramics 

Maryanne Malecki Waverly "Garden Jackets"  
Matthew McKeeby American Folk Art 

Barbara Neu & Martha Pelletier Fashion Sweaters & Scarves 
Debbie Park-Boussu Acrylic Painting, Jewelry 
Meredith Rhindress Stained Glass  

Ira Slateman Pottery 
Ricky Talmage Beaded Jewelry & Hand Painted Glass 

Terry Weaver Glassblower 
Barbara F. Widmann Equine Watercolor 

Bonnie White Folk Art Painting 
Kristin Woodward Crystal Jewelry & Watercolors 
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Editors - Joan Fuess & Shirley Neiss������������������������
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Saturday & Sunday 

November 7 & 8 
10 - 4pm 
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Our sixth annual Holiday Art Fair will be held in 
early November.  Once again, we have planned a full 
weekend for a perfect opportunity to do your gift 
buying.  Over 23 area artists and artisans will be 
participating in this unique event.  Check our website 
under Special Events for a full list and contact 
information for each of our artists.  The silent 
auction/raffle featuring a work from each artist 
continues to be very popular and will be repeated this 
year.  Watch for a preview of the raffle items at the 
Circle Theatre Players' production of  "On Golden 
Pond", opening October 16, 2009.   
 
Please contact Barbara Chesnut at 674-4005 or 
Bubbles790@aol.com for more information. 
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Advisory Board  
L. Craig Bryce 
Janine Budesheim 
E. Kristen Frederick 
Joan Fuess 
Kathleen M. Jimino 
Dana and William Kennedy 
Marla and Ralph LaMontagna 
Fred LeBrun 
Reverend Dr. Robert K. Loesch 
Dr. Jo Moccia 
Karen and Chet Opalka 
Steve Robelotto 
Bridget Ball Shaw and Chris Shaw 
Morton D. Shulman 
Leonard Tantillo 
Mary Pat Wager 
 
 
 

 

SLCA-CTP Board of Directors  
President – Joyce Greenberg 
VP Finance – Shirley Neiss 
VP Programming – Alice Howard 
Secretary – Susanne Keller 
Treasurer – Sara Sheldon 
Dudley Dorr  
Rose Miller  
Barbara Neu  
Stephanie Weiss 
 
Staff  
Managing Director - Debra Roy 
Box Office Manager - Kathy Verenini 
Administrative Asst. - Suzanne Carpenter 
 
 
Phone  – 518-674-2007 
Website  – slca-ctp.org 
Email  – info@slca-ctp.org 
 
 

 

 
 
 
SLCA-CTP Committee Chairs  

CTP Season – Val Kavanaugh 
CTP Theater – Stephanie Weiss 
Finance – Shirley Neiss 
Fund Development & Grants –  

Mary Hall, Debra Roy 
Landscaping – Warren Weiss 
Marketing – Joan Fuess 
Music – CarolLynn Langley 
Programming – Alice Howard 
Property – Dudley Dorr 
Public Relations – Sara Sheldon 
Visual Arts – John Roy 
Volunteers – Joyce Greenberg 

        Sally McCracken 
Youth – Debra Roy 
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     It’s hard to believe but another summer has flown by and the start of our September programming has begun.  Years 
flow together, smoothly now, as opposed to when we first opened our doors.  It has been a pleasure to be a part of this 
venture and for that I will be forever grateful.   
     We had our first recorded concert at the Center in June, which is something we never thought we would experience.  
The Dyer Switch Band enjoyed our venue so much after performing for us, that they contacted us to request the use of 
performing space for the making of their CD.  Our Managing Director, Debra Roy, made certain it would happen.   
     In August, we held the second annual Taste of Sand Lake, once again a successful venture.  Our thanks to all the 
participating area restaurants for their generous donations and to Susanne Keller, event chair, and her committees who 
made this a marvelous occasion.  Those of you who became part of the Honorary Committee for “Taste” lead the way in 
this fund-raising event for the Center, as your generous contribution helped us to realize over half of what we raised last 
year – $2500.   
     It is only through individual donations and grants that we are able to be such a well-rounded arts center.  While our 
ticket sales are important, they do not cover the cost of running this venture.  Your generous contributions give us the 
cushion we need to maintain the facility, pay our employees and contractual workers and allow us to present workshops, 
plays and concerts for all to enjoy. 
     Which leads me to announce we will be conducting our third annual fund drive in October.  This year we will be 
expanding our net and are inviting families from adjoining communities to participate in our fund raising.  Except for 
seeking financial support when the Center was being renovated, our annual appeal has been directed only to those on our 
mailing list.  We do know that many of our audience members are not on our list, so we have prepared a mailing to send to 
people in our town and in neighboring areas in our County. 
     I thank those of you who have been so very generous in the past, and we are optimistic that you are able to continue to 
do so.  We hope the new appeal will allow us to maintain our positive cash flow in this time of economic upheaval.  So far, 
we have been exceptionally fortunate in that we have remained in the black, something not every arts center can say, and 
I am truly grateful.  The Board of Directors, committees and volunteer base are composed of individuals who maintain busy 
hands and minds when it comes to this Center.   
     This past spring we developed an Advisory Board for SLCA consisting of local individuals who believe in our mission 
and are pleased with what we have accomplished so far.  With their assistance, we hope to achieve much more in the 
months and years ahead.   Our thanks to those of you who have agreed to serve in this capacity. 
     We have many events planned for the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial celebration this fall.  Please plan to 
be with us as we celebrate the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson going up the river that now bears his name.  Details 
appear on our Calendar of Events in this newsletter. 

Joyce Greenberg 
President, Board of Directors 
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��������������������Sand Lake Center for the Arts will again be conducting an annual fund appeal in early October, 2009.  For this, our third 
drive, instead of mailing only to our current mailing list of approximately 1800, we will reach out to our entire community 
with a saturation mailing (bulk mail envelope) to all addresses in the following post office locations:  Averill Park, Sand 
Lake, West Sand Lake, and Poestenkill.  We will also include Wynantskill addresses.  In 2002, when the Center was 
forming, we did a saturation mailing to local addresses to tell the community about Center plans and seek financial support 
for building needs.  After six years of operation, we will do another saturation mailing to again allow all members of our 
community  an opportunity to support this dynamic, cultural center so close to home.  A saturation mailing goes to all 
addresses within the selected zip codes but is not addressed to the particular occupants.  In 2010, SLCA will once again 
send the annual appeal letters only to those on our regular mailing list.  Please look for the envelope from SLCA and thank 
you in advance for your support!!  Contact the Managing Director, Debra Roy at 674-2007 or debra@slca-ctp.org if you 
have any questions. 

 

��������������������
�����	�	�&�����
���������������������
�����	�	�&�����
���������������������
�����	�	�&�����
���������������������
�����	�	�&�����
� ����

     The Sand Lake Center for the Arts, a multi-arts center located in Averill Park, in the heart of Rensselaer County, is 
seeking a treasurer.  This volunteer position works closely with the Managing Director, Debra Roy,  VP of Finance, 
Shirley Neiss,  bookkeeper, Suzanne Carpenter, and the Finance committee.  Duties include assisting with budgets, 
assisting in the keeping of necessary financial records, compiling of materials for the CPA, and attending Board of 
Directors and finance committee meetings.  You are welcome to attend a finance committee meeting and a Board 
meeting to see if this opportunity is for you!  If you are looking to enhance your board experiences, take on new tasks 
and meet and work with a great group of community people, then we would like to talk with you.  You can visit us online 
at www.slca-ctp.org or contact Debra Roy, Managing Director at 518-674-2007. 

�	��+��(����	��+��(����	��+��(����	��+��(��� ����
 
This spring we saw our annual program ads campaign get off to a 
good start.  We have over 45 businesses purchasing ads to 
support us and promote themselves with many of them taking 
ads every year.  We distribute the Program Ads booklet at every 
Center event and it is interesting reading with articles about the 
Center's history, patrons, events and programs interspersed with 
the ads. Take the time to really look through it and please 
patronize the businesses that support our community. You will be 
glad you did!   
 
Contact Barbara Chesnut at Bubbles790@aol.com  
with questions or interest in an ad. 
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Elizabeth L. Abbott 
Mona & Fred DeMay 
Meg & Joe Distell 
Bill Douglas 
Flora Fasoldt 
Joyce & Ron Greenberg 
Marion & Elwood Hacker 
Mary & Mike Hall 
Alice & Hal Howard 
Kathleen M. Jimino 
Valerie & Charles Kavanaugh 
Susanne & Steve Keller 
Christine & John Kronau 
Sally & Dr. Robert McCracken 
Cathy & Will Welling 
Dr. Jo Moccia 
Judith & Fred Nauman 
Raona & John Roy 
Bridget Ball Shaw & Chris Shaw 
Sara & Bill Sheldon 
Mary Lynch & Rudy Stegemoeller 
Audrey & Joe Trupia 
 
Donations were made in honor of 
Val Gray from Joan Fuess 
 

Donations were made in memory of 
John Abbott III from Betty Abbott 
Winifred Bagnell from Joan Fuess 
Paul Joseph Dodge  from Betty Abbott 
Rosalie M. Flynn from Joan Fuess  
Ken Neiss from Joan Fuess 
Paul Nooney  from Joan Fuess 
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The Sand Lake Center for the Arts is pleased to announce the 
formation of an Advisory Board. Their names are listed on page 2.  
Each is an important part of the cultural fabric of our community.  
We look forward to benefiting from their counsel in the coming 
years as we move forward in our mission of enriching community 
life.    
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Director, John Trainor, returns to present The Nerd at the end 
of January.  
 

The Nerd characters include: 
Willum Cubbert : early 30s.  Likeable young architect, bright 
and pleasant but not much of a go-getter.  Seen as needing a 
little "gumption," especially when it comes to his girl friend.  
He owes his life to one Rick Steadman. 
  
Tansy McGinnis : early 30s.  Bright and feisty TV weather 
woman who may have to leave Willum behind as she pursues 
her career.  She does not need a man in her life but rather 
more life in her man. 
  
Axel Hammond : mid 30s.  Witty and sarcastic theater 
critic who contrives a wonderful gift for Willum.  He is Willum's 
best friend who tries his luck at matchmaking. 
  
Rick Steadman : early 30s.  THE NERD.  A person lacking 
social sensitivity and manners, totally self centered, who 
drives Willum nuts, but a person to whom Willum owes a 
great deal.  He works in a chalk factory. 
  
Warnock Waldgrave : mid 40s.  A tactless and pompous 
stuffed shirt for whom Willum is doing architectural work.  He 
lacks any creative sense, but still wants his own way. 
  
Clelia Waldgrave : early 40s.  Warnock’s very put-upon wife, 
tense and nervous.  To relieve stress she needs to smash 
"small things." 
  
Thor Waldgrave : pre teen. The Waldgrave's monster of a 
son, truly  unlikeable.  He spends most of the play hiding. 
   
That's the character snapshot.  All the roles are different and 
fun.  The first four are the major ones. 
 

For more information, contact the Director, John Trainor  
at 794-8953, J-BTrainor@fairpoint.net 

 

Auditions - Nov 9 & 10 at 7pm  
Callbacks - Nov 16 at 7pm  

Performances - January 22 - 31  
 

by Larry Shue 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Arms and the Man” is a satiric comedy dealing with love, 
war, and class.  It takes place in the 1885’s in Bulgaria…or a 
sort of mythical Bulgaria – during the Serbo-Bulgarian War.  
Like many of Shaw’s works, it questions conventional values 
– this time targeting romantic notions of love and war. 
 

Characters needed are:   
Raina: The heroine - a strong willed woman, ages between 
18 and 30. 
 

Sergius : The “romantic” soldier model, ages between 18 and 
30. 
 

Bluntschli: The “unromantic” soldier and the hero of the play, 
ages 20 to 40. 
 

Louka: The maid who has a heart and a desire to succeed, 
ages 18-30. 
 

Nicola: The quintessential man servant - ages 20-60. 
 

Raina’s mother : ages 40-60. 
 

Raina’s father : ages 40-60. 
 

Soldier : ages 20-40. 
 

The ages given are merely guidelines…early 30’s, for 
example, would also fit the leads.  This is a very funny play 
with interesting roles for all characters.  We hope to see you 
at auditions! 
 

- Directors, Sue Frost (674-3149) 
Val Kavanaugh (674-2426) 

Auditions - Dec 6 at 4pm 
Dec 7 at 7pm  

Callbacks - Dec 9 at 7pm  
  Performances - March  19 - 28 

��������	
���	
	�����	�����	��	��������	
������	�������	�������	
	�������	������	���	���	��� �	
�������	���������	�������	
��������	
��	
�	�	

	
���		
Each year Circle Theatre Players attend the annual TANYS Festival for its' many benefits: 
     ..... to see eight - ten productions from college and community theaters in NYS; 
     ..... to learn from the Festival Adjudicator and their response to the work; 
     ..... to attend workshops - this year in auditioning, voice for the actor, fight choreography, lighting design and sound design; 
     ..... to receive the Merit Awards which we earned throughout the year at the Festival banquet; 
     ..... to meet and greet the Celebrity Chair, Michael Park from the TV soap opera,  As The World Turns. 
     ..... to visit with old friends and colleagues; 
 

      NOTE: This year CTP's production of Smoke on the Mountain is one of the candidates to be selected to perform at Festival.  
The Roving Adjudicators will announce their selections on November 1st. Keep your fingers crossed!. 
 
To learn more about TANYS visit their website (tanys.org) and to learn more about Festival, contact Joan Fuess at 
jfuess4900@aol.com  
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Professor Roth’s Will 
 

Professor Roth's Will, by Joe  
Starzyk, is a drama about four  
estranged siblings gathering for  
the reading of their emotionally  
distant father's will. Once the will  
is read all the old family behaviors 
and some of the family secrets  
hatch out. Each sibling struggles  

with their own demons as they try to make sense of their 
dysfunctional upbringing. 
 
The main characters include: Dr. Mary Roth, the oldest child who 
has long served as the family caretaker. Thomas Roth, the oldest 
son who is a psychologist with unresolved father issues. Guinevere 
Roth, the youngest daughter of Professor Roth who is still trying to 
please her father. The youngest sibling is Edmund Roth. He has 
spent his life as a drug addled ne'er-do-well, who seeks his father's 
attention through distractive behaviors. The play builds toward a 
surprising climax, so it's best not to give it away.  

 
Co-Directors are Joe Staryzk and his wife, Mary Daigneault.   

 
Performances are December 3,4,5, at 8pm 
  Tickets are $15, children under 18 - $10.   

Call 674-2007 for reservations.   
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The Season Committee is currently working 
on the 2011-12 season.  Qualified directors 
are encouraged to submit scripts they would 
like to stage.  Contact Val Kavanaugh at  
674-2426 

CTP Opens their 29th season with On Golden Pond by Ernest Thompson, directed by Joan Fuess.  On Golden Pond is the 
love story of Ethel and Norman Thayer, who are returning to their summer home on Golden Pond for the forty-eighth year. 
He is a retired professor, nearing eighty, with heart palpitations and a failing memory—but still as tart-tongued, observant 
and eager for life as ever.  Ethel, ten years younger, and the perfect foil for Norman, delights in all the small things that 
have enriched and continue to enrich their long life together. They are visited by their divorced, middle-aged daughter and 
her dentist fiancé, who then go off to Europe, leaving his teenage son behind for the summer.  The boy quickly becomes 
the "grandchild" the elderly couple have longed for, and as Norman revels in taking his ward fishing and thrusting good 
books at him, he also learns some lessons about modern teenage awareness—and slang—in return.  In the end, as the 
summer wanes, so does their brief idyll, and in the final, deeply moving moments of the play, Norman and Ethel are 
brought even closer together by the incidence of a mild heart attack.  Time, they know, is now against them, but the years 
have been good and, perhaps, another summer on Golden Pond still awaits. 
 
The cast is lead by legendary veterans, Mike Steese and Carol Johnsen. 
Jody Kordana joins us from Pittsfield as Chelsea, who arrives with her finance played by Bill Douglas, 
and his son played by new comer, Tyler Jesse Petell, a graduate of our summer workshop. 
RJ Householder plays the mailman character who has been in love with Chelsea for years. 
To begin the show, Norman, has a somewhat fruitful conversation with telephone operator, Helen A. Rigez from 
Wynantskill.  The cast is led by veteran CTP Director, Joan Fuess with the able assistance of her AD, Shirley Neiss.  All 
other volunteers, backstage and in the house are arranged by co-producers, Sara Sheldon and Barbara Chesnut. 
 

October 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pm  
October 18, 25 at 2:30pm. 

Tickets are $16, youth under $18 are $10 
 

A new and exciting event will be a Talkback Session 
with director and actors opening night after the show.  

SAVE NOW AND GET YOUR 
SEASON/FLEX PASSES 

 
Season passes and flex passes for the entire season 
are now available.  CTP season pass holders have 
special perks, including reserved seating.  Flex passes 
are great for "snow birds".  Gift certificates make great 
presents and group rates are available for groups of 10 
or more.  Single CTP Season tickets remain at $16 for 
the 2009-2010 season.  Tickets can be reserved by 
phone (674-2007), reserved by email at 
reservations@slca-ctp.org or charged on 
TicketLeap.com.  Tickets can also be picked up at the 
door (cash or check only). 
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     Fifteen enthusiastic young actors worked diligently during the month of July to learn their parts for the Youth Theatre 
Players production of “Pixies, Kings, and Magical Things”, performed on July 31st and August 1st.  And they HAD to work 
diligently as each actor had at least two separate parts to learn, and in only four weeks time! 
     Ryan Gutheil, as the character of Hans Christian Anderson, introduced and gave some background on each fairy tale and 
also played the part of the prince in “The Swineherd”.  Whitney Wilson, as princess, and Mark O'Donnell  as King, join him.  
Other playlets were “The Pixie and the Grocer” with the pixie played by Hannah Grace Warrender, and “The Emperor's New 
Clothes” with Orion Gannon playing the Emperor with Emma and Ashley Meyer playing his two royal ministers and Olivia 
Fischer portraying the tricky weaver. 
     The final story enacted was “The Ugly Duckling”.  Charli Spiegel was the ugly duckling, surrounded by a cast of animals, 
among them her mother played by Matalyn Bergmann, two neighbor ducks, played by CaiLi Wachtel and Emily Bell, a dog, 
played by Hannah Tremblay, a cat portrayed by Thea Dimin and a Hen portrayed Meilin Wachtel.  Kayla Gutheil and Abby 
Bergmann were our backstage crew and helped out wherever they were needed.  Hopefully we'll see these young actors in 
more performances at the center!                                                                                                  - Sue Frost & Val Kavanaugh 
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     The Sky is Falling went "on the road" this past spring after its kickoff premiere at the Sand  
Lake Center for the Arts.  With three new cast members – Allan Randall as Dr. Owl,  
Bill Douglas as The Secretary, and Katie Macari as Henny Penny – it played to the entire  
fourth and fifth grades at the Poestenkill Elementary School, alma mater of two of the cast – 
Brigid Lynch-Stegemoeller (Chicken Little) and Peter Keller (Ducky Lucky).  We had a lively 
discussion afterwards, with many of the young audience coming up with ways to keep the  
sky from falling.  Marlee Blasenheim, also a Poestenkill alumna, came to help back stage,  
as did Hailey Reed, the original Henny Penny. 
     In June, we put on a full weekend of performances at the Arts Center of the Capital Region in downtown Troy, endorsed 
by the Sierra Club, who had a great table in the lobby.  Ben and Madeline Roy and Georgia Visconti came aboard as sound 
operator, AD Intern and AD respectively.  The varied audience, from a spellbound two-year old, to a nine-year old who was 
laughing all the way, to a SUNY English professor, was appreciative and enthusiastic, and the cast enjoyed acting in that 
great little theater. 
     This fall, the tour continues, with a performance already booked at George Washington Elementary School, alma mater to 
our Katie (Henny Penny), at the Poestenkill Historical Society, in the Poestenkill Town Hall on Tuesday, September 22nd, and 
at a dinner theater at the Brunswick Elks Club on Saturday, November 7th, where Hailey will return in her original role.  Mike 
Steese will be taking over the role of Foxy Loxy.  Three more performances are in negotiation as part of CTP's Education 
and Outreach Program.  In addition, I will be directing the play, with new student casts, at the Parker School on NY43 and 
the Adirondack School. 

                                                                 - Barbara Leavell Smith 
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Ages 6 and up 

On October 30th, the evening before and just in time for Halloween, SLCA will present The Puppet People in their 
production of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.  The production, sponsored by the Town of Poestenkill Youth Department, 
begins at 7pm and is free. 

Ever a crowd pleaser, this show is a thrilling comic rendition of Washington Irving’s #1 haunting  tale.  Focusing on 
themes of bullies, jealousy and superstition, this show features hand crafted marionettes, 2 life sized puppets, special 
lighting and smoke effects, and both classical and traditional folk music.   

Join The Puppet People in this masterful Marionette production, but be careful... not to lose your head!!! 
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SLCA, along with the Sand Lake Historical Society, are collaborating to present the events celebrating the Hudson-Fulton-
Champlain Quadricentennial in the fall of 2009.  Funding is also provided by the Town of Sand Lake, the New York Council 
for the Humanities and ExploreNY 400.  What a wonderful opportunity for the community to meet some of our famous 
Rensselaer County residents while also learning history.   
 
September 12, 2009 8pm $18 
**Music Favorites of Hudson River School Artists by t he Musicians of Ma’alwyck 
SLCA will present the Musicians of Ma'alwyck, a classical ensemble with guitar, flute, violin, cello and two singers, 
presenting a program of the favorite music of Thomas Cole, considered the founder of the Hudson River School of 
painting. He lived in the Catskills close to the Hudson River for the last decade of his life.  An accomplished amateur flutist 
and guitarist, his program will draw upon music from his time and simulate an evening with Thomas Cole.  The program 
specifically designed by the Musicians to commemorate Hudson River arts history, will be held in the Fuess Performing 
Space at the Center.  The Musicians will share information with the audience during the performance.  
 
October 4, 2009 2:30pm no cost 
Remembering Life in Albany and the Hudson River Are a - Readings by William Kennedy 
Noted Averill Park resident, William Kennedy, will share some of his background on the Hudson River area through 
readings from his works.  Acclaimed author, screenwriter and playwright as well as a professor of creative writing at 
UAlbany, Mr. Kennedy has been recognized with numerous literary awards including the Pulitzer Prize.  Many of his novels 
are set in Albany.  A reception will follow his presentation.  
 
October 10, 2009  8pm $16 
**Folk Songs and Lore of the Hudson River Valley by R ich Bala and the Barefoot Boys 
Rich Bala and the Barefoot Boys will commemorate the history and folklore of the Hudson River when they appear in 
period clothing, presenting songs and stories celebrating life along the Hudson River.  Take a journey back in time to the 
Hudson Valley of long ago with The Barefoot Boys as your musical "tour guides". With their extensive repertoire, exquisite 
3-part harmonies, and enormous range of instruments (guitar, banjo, fiddle, mandolin, concertina, standup bass, and both 
mountain and hammered dulcimers), Rich, Tom and Rick will lead you along the rivers and canals and then up into the 
mountains of this historic and majestic region.  Along the way, you'll hear about sloops and steamboats, visit with canalers 
and whaleboat crews, sing chanteys and songs from the lumber camp shanties, relive events from the Revolutionary Wars 
and the tenant farmers' war, and in the end come away with a fuller, deeper, and more meaningful appreciation of the 
significant and expansive role this region played in shaping the history, development, and legacy of this country.  
 
November 1, 2009 2:30pm free 
Remembering Life in Albany and the Hudson River Are a: Lecture and Discussion by Fred LeBrun   
Fred LeBrun will share his memorable thoughts and experiences through lecture and discussion. Mr. LeBrun has been a 
highly regarded columnist at the Times Union, working on the paper in various capacities for over 40 years. He has an 
immense appreciation for the Hudson River Valley, where he grew up.  A reception will follow his lively discussion.  
 
Scenes of Early Life in Albany and the Hudson River  Area by Len Tantillo 
November 14 - December 31                      Gall ery Show of  Historical Prints free 
November 22  2:30pm                                                       Reception free 
December 6 2:30pm                                                       Slide show  Adults - $10 /  Un der 18 - $5 
Len Tantillo’s gallery presentation will feature Native Americans in NYS, the Dutch in early NY, and early settlement and 
colonial times in the Hudson River region.  His work has appeared in exhibitions, books, periodicals, and television in the 
United States, and the Netherlands.  Recently Mr. Tantillo was commissioned to create a painting for the American Wing of 
the Metropolitan Museum.  His artwork will be available for sale.  
 
**A Squire Jacob Concert series presentation. 

New York Council 
for the Humanities 
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The Legendary Bill Staines comes to Squir e Jacob  
 
Anyone not already familiar with the music of the legendary folksinger/songwriter/storyteller, Bill Staines, is in for a very 
special treat.  For over 35 years Bill has been traveling back and forth across North America presenting around 200 concerts 
each year and has received international acclaim as well.  Bill has recorded 22 albums of his songs and Peter, Paul & Mary, 
The Highwaymen, and Makem and Clancy are among the artists who have also recorded his work.  He appears frequently 
on many PBS TV and radio shows including the popular A Prairie Home Companion, has composed and performed a 15 
piece suite based on Alaskan motifs for strings and brass, and has produced several songbooks.  Bill Staines’ ability to see 
the beauty and excitement in ordinary things is unparalleled as he weaves a magical blend of wit and gentle humor into his 
performances.  He delights in having his audiences participate in many of his songs and you’ll be delighted to sing along.  
Join us on Sat., Nov. 14 at 8pm. 
 

�	���
	��������������������   
 
The School of Creative Arts, located at  
The Sand Lake Center for the Arts, is  
gearing up for another fun-filled year of  
dance!  A variety of classes are being  
offered including, creative ballet, pre-ballet, ballet 
and pointe.  Our Nutcracker tea and performance is 
scheduled for December 5 and "Spring Dances" 
will be performed on May 7.  This year the students 
have been invited to perform at The Youth 
Movement Festival, SUNY Art Center, performing 
La boite a joujoux on November 14.  Ballet classes 
begin September 15, please call Jackie Abbott at 
477-8922 or email creativeartss@aol.com  for 
information or to register for classes. 

- Jackie Abbott 

����

A Night at the Abbey 
Meritorious Achievement to  

Circle Theatre Players   
for revitalizing quality plays of Irish theatrical history 

 

Meritorious Achievement to  
Paul Hans  

for authentic Irish music tying together the three productions 
 

Meritorious Achievement in Acting to  
Dick Griffin   

for his portrayal of The Sergeant in Rising of the Moon. 

CTP - Award Winning Theater!  
�� 6��$��
���2��	��� 6��$��
���2��	��� 6��$��
���2��	��� 6��$��
���2��	�� ���

 

����

Smoke on the Mountain 
Outstanding Achievement in Ensemble Work  

to the Cast/Musicians  
 

Excellence in Performance to  
Karen Welthy  as Vera  

 

Excellence in Performance to  
Peter Keller  as Dennis 

 
Meritorious Achievement in Direction to 

CarolLynn Langley 
 

These merit awards have been presented by TANYS by 
Roving Adjudicator and Trainer, Francis Ruoff, who saw the 
show and met with the cast/crew afterwards.  The awards will 
be given out at the TANYS Annual Festival banquet in 
November. 

�
	�����	���  
 
This year the following SLCA scholarships were 
awarded to the Averill Park High School Seniors: 

 
The Bertram C. McNary Memorial Award  

Sarah Malone 
 

The Squire Jacob Concert Series Scholarship  
Victoria Urbanczyk   

 
SLCA Art Scholarship   

Jocelyn Groff 
 
All were presented by SLCA Advisory Board member, 
Joan Fuess, at the Art Awards evening at the high 
school.   
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GALLERY EXHIBITIONS 
September – December  2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The visual arts program offers a rich variety of artistic presentations for the entire community.  All gallery exhibitions are 
free and open to the public on Sundays from 1 – 4 pm, on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am – 12pm, and during all 
SLCA performances and events.  Our gallery shows change every six weeks, and most of the work may be purchased, 
which benefits both the artist and the SLCA.  It’s a good way to begin or add to a collection! 
   
John Richards  
August 16 – September 30                                                                                                                               
The end of summer bring us the rich, warm oil paintings of John Richards.  The paintings are for the most part classical 
still lifes and landscapes and reflect “my longing for a simpler world with simple pleasures.  I am a great fan of the 
Hudson River School of artists and the Dutch Still Life painters of the 16th and 17th centuries and consequently, many of 
my works are painted in those styles.  I also paint what I call ‘situational figurative’ compositions which portray a human 
situation.” 
 
October 1 – November 13 
Holiday Art Fair 
Our very popular Holiday Art Fair has been extended this year!  It is always a great place for holiday gift buying.  Bonnie 
White, Lynn Huntington, Kathy Kosto, and Kate Bader are just several of the artists and craftspeople whose work will be 
on display. 
 
November 14 – December 31    
Len Tantillo                                                                                                    Reception: Sunday, November 22, 2:30pm 
During November and December 2009, the Sand Lake Center for the Arts will feature selected prints of the historical 
works of nationally renowned artist Len Tantillo.  The prints will illustrate his interest in Native Americans in New York 
State, the Dutch in early New York, and early colonial settlement in the Hudson River region.  His work has appeared in 
exhibitions, books, periodicals, and television in the United States, and the Netherlands.   Recently Mr. Tantillo was 
commissioned to create a painting for the American Wing of the Metropolitan Museum.  On December 6, Mr. Tantillo will 
discuss his work in an illustrated lecture.  His prints will be available for sale.  This is an incredible opportunity to view up 
close and to purchase the work of an important American artist. 

- John Roy 
 

SLCA to host t he East Bank Arts Alliance (EBAA)  
 
The EBAA is a newly formed group of artists and art appreciators who have joined together to promote, exhibit, create, 
learn and enjoy the arts.  The group held its first official meeting at the Sand Lake Center of the Arts on June 14th, after 
achieving legal incorporation as a non-profit organization.  It will meet periodically at SLCA.  Among its plans are to hold 
classes, workshops, field trips, critiquing sessions, social gatherings and to provide its members with information sharing 
about art opportunities and art news.  The EBAA also wants to give back to the community by bringing art enthusiasm 
and experience to children of all ages and by supporting SLCA activities. 
 
The officers of The East Bank Arts Alliance are:  President, Debbie Park-Boussu, Vice President Joanne LaForest-Qua, 
Secretary Sally McCracken, and Treasurer Sally Spring.  If you are interested in joining or learning more about EBAA, 
please contact Sspring@nycap.rr.com.  
 

Call for SLCA Staff and Volunteer Artists 
 
The SLCA has many “sung” and even “unsung” artists among its staff and volunteers.  A gallery show featuring the 
artwork of our own group would be a great opportunity to showcase our family.  I encourage any of our staff and 
volunteers to contribute their work for a group show.  If you are making art now, please consider submitting it.  Contact 
John Roy at info@slca-ctp.org for further information. 
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Join us on the first Sunday afternoon of every month for   
some exciting programs.  Starting in October we offer three 
outstanding events that celebrate the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain 
quadricentennial.  Reservations are not required for most of the 
events described below.  Visit our website at www.slca-ctp.org for 
more information about our “Sundays at the Center” program.  
 

October 4                       2:30pm    
Author, William Kennedy, reads from his works of fi ction                                                                                    Free 
Remembering Life in Albany and the Hudson River Are a  
Acclaimed Averill Park author, screenwriter and playwright as well as a professor of creative writing at UAlbany, 
William Kennedy has been recognized with numerous literary awards including the Pulitzer Prize.  In 1983 he was 
awarded a John D. And Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Fellowship and used part of these funds – matched by 
UAlbany - to establish the New York State Writer’s Institute.  Many of Kennedy’s novels are set in Albany and make 
use of incidents from Albany’s history.        
 
November 1                      2:30pm    
Columnist, Fred Lebrun, speaks about Life &Times Ne ar the Hudson River                                                      Free 
Noted columnist Fred LeBrun will share his extensive knowledge and thoughts about the Hudson River area through 
lecture and discussion.  Fred has been a highly regarded columnist at the Albany Times Union, working on the paper 
in various capacities for over 40 years.  For the past two decades he has been the paper’s much honored Metro 
columnist.  Fred has taught at Albany High School and UAlbany.  He has an immense appreciation for the Hudson 
River Valley, where he grew up.      
 
December 6                                                                                                                                                            2:30pm    
Artist, Len Tantillo, offers a slide presentation o n his early   
Hudson River paintings                                                                                                     $10 adults; $5 under 18 years 
The work of Leonard F. Tantillo has appeared in exhibitions, books, periodicals, and television in the United States, 
and the Netherlands.  Tantillo was the subject of a documentary on Public Television entitled, “Hudson River Journeys” 
which was aired nationally on over 300 stations.  Recently, Mr. Tantillo was commissioned to create a painting for the 
American Wing of the Metropolitan Museum.  He is the recipient of an honorary doctorate from Russell Sage College.    
 

- Alice Howard 
 

���	����
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The landscaping committee is working to maintain the plantings 
already in the garden.  We're also adding some annuals for 
additional color as some of the perennials fade.  We've added 
four potted shrubs by the parking lot stairs.  We're trying to use 
only low maintenance plantings.   
  
Weeding is an ongoing activity, as is Poison Ivy eradication on 
the parking lot bank.  ARC clients have helped us spread 
mulch, sweep the winter sand from the parking area, and do 
general clean-up. 
  
Mort Shulman has donated another sculpture from his 
collection.   
  
Finally, we need more volunteers!  It's difficult to assemble a 
work crew with the small cadre of current volunteers.  Two or 
three working a few hours per week will go a long way to 
keeping the gardens neat and the weeds under control, but we 
currently just don't have enough helpers. 

- Warren Weiss 
 

This spring, volunteers from Riverside Enterprises, 
a division of Rensselaer County NYARC in Troy, 
helped with landscaping the grounds at SLCA.  
 
Pictured are: Jeff Labarr, Jonathan Torchia and 
Mike Thier.  James Gage also helped.   
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If you want to see a bubbling ball of rolling energy, watch Barbara Chesnut on the 
move as a multi-tasking high energy SLCA volunteer!  She’s everywhere at once!  
Also called “Bubbles” – a name affectionately given to her by her father – 
Barbara was schooled in the Catskills from grade 1 through 12, attended St. 
Bonaventure University, and received a Master’s degree in Library Science at 
Catholic University in Washington DC.  
 
Barbara is the mother of three fine children – Kate born in the middle between 
two brothers, Brendan and Mark.   Barbara and her husband, Tom (artist-
photographer and owner of Taborton Mountain Photography) moved to Sand 
Lake in 1992.   She worked for Van Rensselear Elementary School as the 
Elementary School Media Specialist before retiring in June of 2005 after 35-years 
of service.   During her career in Rensselaer, Barbara developed a Library Club 
and invented a card catalogue game and a dictionary game which playfully 
taught the children the workings of the library and a love for reading.   
 
Having performed in such plays as Oklahoma, Brigadoon and The Tempest, while in high school and college, it is only 
natural that Barbara would continue to be affiliated with the arts – and we are so pleased she chose the Sand Lake Center 
for the Arts.  The current site of SLCA was vacant and bare when Barbara joined the Steering Committee and as the 
renovations to the building were completed and the mission statement for the arts center became a reality, Barbara took 
on the tasks of merchandizing, raffles, the program ads booklet, and the Holiday Art Fair, and serves on the Finance 
Committee and the Fund Development Committee.  She has been co-producer for several Circle Theatre Players 
productions, including The Assassin’s New Friend, To Kill a Mockingbird and The Madwoman of Chaillot  and is co-
producer for On Golden Pond which will run in October.  You might also find Barbara behind the café counter, acting as 
House Manager, or selling raffle tickets during any SLCA event.  
  
Barbara looks forward to meeting up ‘n coming volunteers, individuals who will become friends and fresh new energizers of 
Sand Lake Center for the Arts. 
 
Barbara says, “It’s extremely rewarding to work with such a terrific group of people.  Reflecting back on the Steering 
Committee - I remember then and now how well everyone listens and appreciates each other’s feelings and opinions;  we 
can agree and disagree with mutual respect as different subjects are discussed.  It’s a joy to be involved!   Family and 
friends are everything to me, and the Center is like a family of friends.” 

- Sally McCracken 
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Our volunteer force deserves center stage!  Without a strong team of devoted volunteers the Arts 
Center could not be.  Debra Roy, Joyce Greenberg and Sally McCracken work side-by-side to 
recruit and maintain volunteers.  Shirley Neiss and Anna Church have developed a training 
workshop. 
 
While there is a great need for new volunteers, we appreciate and commend our current and prior 
volunteers.  We have and need: Ticket-takers, Ushers, and Raffle sellers; Cafe Hosts and House 
Managers; Administrative and Media Outreach helpers; outdoor and indoor Handy-workers, 
Teachers/Presenters -- and more!  We continue to reach out to our wide community, so if you care 
to help a little bit or a lot, long-term or short-term, one-time or many-a-time, please contact the 
office or fill out and turn in a form which you can pick up at the information table in the lobby.  Oh, 
and yes, there are Perks! 
      
This fall we will hold a Volunteer Bash to honor all current, past and new volunteers.  There will be 
music by volunteer pianist Steve Fry, whooping, cheering...and other joyous noise!  Refreshments 
will be prepared by our appreciative Board of Directors. 
 

HAIL TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
 

THANK YOU!                   THANK YOU!                  THANK YOU! �
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Sand Lake Center for the Arts
Circle Theatre Players
P.O. Box 179
Averill Park, NY 12018
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