Sand Lake Center

forthe
Circle Theatre Players

Editors - Joan Fuess & Shirley Neiss

Great music by the Greg Nazarian Big Band, a romantic
atmosphere, and the company of your favorite Valentine - - all this,
and it will benefit the Sand Lake Center for the Arts, as welll Each
person joining us on February 14 at 7pm will receive a flower and a
chocolate in celebration of the Valentine theme of love: love of the
people, of the music, and of the arts.

Longtime CTP member, Joe Trupia, will add his considerable
talent to the sound of the band and there will be space for dancing as
well as listening. Our Café will offer luscious desserts and beverages
to round out this memorable evening.

All of this can be yours for a donation of $25 per person to help
keep the arts alive in our community and beyond. Reservations are
encouraged and can be made any time at 518-674-2007 or
reservations@slca-ctp.org.
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Behind the Scenes
with Debra Roy ...

A Recipe for the Arts.  An arts and culture cake — of sorts.
During the month of December we mixed it up. . .an internationally
known artist, Len Tantillo, excellent art, docents, history and
hundreds of 4" graders - a perfect mixture! Students from Averill
Park schools and the Albany School of Humanities paid a visit to
learn about the discovery of the Hudson River and the settlement of
the Dutch. The Dutch culture is a large ingredient in the arts and
culture cake of Rensselaer and Albany counties and it was an
honor to have the story told here.

We will continue to offer great “cake” to our schools and our
community and as we move into 2010, we would like to gather
some recipes from you. We are currently working on a strategic
plan and one main goal is to reach out, listen and learn about what
arts and culture events or programs you would like to experience
here. Inthe coming months, we will be conducting community
focus groups, sending surveys to our mailing list, and making direct
calls. What do you like about our current programming? If you
have an idea for something new, we want to hear it. We currently
have collected surveys from Averill Park Middle and High Schools
with great ideas and are incorporating various suggestions into our
programming. We will compile all ingredients to create a great
mixture of what we are able to offer for the most delicious arts and
culture cake around. When we are done, we will be able to have
our cake and eat it too.

You can find other ingredients of our “cake” like The Nerd, A
Valentine to Remember, The Singing Revolution, Summer Youth
Programs, Sunday’s at the Center and lots more, in this newsletter.
As you partake and enjoy, please remember that we are thankful
for your contributions to the annual fund and your commitment to
the Center. We wish you all the best in the coming year.

- Debra Roy, Managing Director
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I hope that each of you had a good holiday season and that
the new year, 2010, is one filled with joy, peace and good health.

Looking back over 2009, | recall the many talents of workshop
presenters, musicians, actors and artists. The year was also a
time of celebration as we commemorated the Hudson-Fulton-
Champlain Quadricentennial through concerts, lectures and
gallery exhibits. The year 2010 promises to be equally appealing
and we look forward to seeing you during the year.

As we are always striving to increase our audiences, we
encourage you to bring a friend when you visit us. Tell them how
much you enjoy our venue and want to share the experience
with them.

We continue to enhance our volunteer base and encourage
you to contact us to see how you can share your time and
talents. Of course, your financial support is always appreciated
and we thank those of you, who, in spite of this difficult economy,
gave so generously to our Annual Appeal. It takes more than
ticket sales to produce each event — it is through your largesse
that the Center is able to offer quality programming at an
affordable ticket price.

One of the people who has been helping us stretch our
dollars for the past nine years is Stephanie Weiss. Stephanie is
a member of the Board of Directors and Chair of our Theater
Committee and has seen this organization grow from a purely
theatrical organization into a multi-arts center. Her thoughtful
insight and guidance have been a wonderful part of the board.
When her term ends in January, Stephanie will be stepping
down. Although we will miss her as a board member, Stephanie
has agreed to remain as Chair of the Theater Committee, and
we know she will continue to volunteer in a number of other
ways. THANK YOU, STEPHANIE!

As with any organization intent on enhancing its position, our
Board is once again working on strategic planning for the Center.
As we navigate through the process, we may be contacting you
to ask for your input, and hope you will share your thoughts with
us. We want to be a great community arts center by continuing
to work hard fulfilling the wishes of our community, while
adhering to our mission statement and maintaining our financial
stability.

Joyce Greenberg
President, Board of Directors

SLCA-CTP ANNUAL MEETING

Saturday, January 16th, 1-3pm
(Snow Date Sunday, January 17th, 1-3pm)

All 2009 TANYS Merit Award winners will be
acknowledged during the meeting.

All those interested in the Center and the activities that
take place are invited to attend.




Sheila & Herb Alfasso
Sally J. Allen

Lisa & Christopher Allison
Kate Bader

G. J. Barker-Benfield
Shirley & Larry Basch
Nadine & Ira Baumgarten
William Bernaski

Louise & Clayton Besch
Jean & Abraham Bolgatz
Gail & Paul Booth

Janine Budesheim

Ligia Burridge

Maggie Litzenberger & Stan Byer
Barbara & Tom Chesnut
Connie Clemans

Earle N. Cooper
Elizabeth Cushing

Craig Daniels

Roswitha & Dudley Dorr
Nancy Dyer

Carol & Earl Eichele

C. F. Erickson

Kathleen Fasco

Flair for Hair

Cheryl Flint

Holly & Bob Flynn
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Nancy & Tom Forster

Kelly & Chris Foster
Melinda & William R. Fowler
Dianne Freeman

Stephen Fry

Alan Fuess

Eva & Hughes Gemmill
Sue Gersten

Val Gray

Joyce & Ron Greenberg
Edith L. Gundrum

Mary & Michael Hall
Kathryn & Billy Hardy

Marie G. Henry

Joanne & Lawrence Herzog
Valarie M. Jeffers

H & V Collision Center
Cindi Keeler

Kathleen Keenan

Susanne & Steve Keller
Cathey Kennedy

Christine & John Kronau
Marilyn LaFleur

Joseph H. Landrigan
Barbara Lawrence

Carolyn Garrison & Fred LeBrun
Meeli Leith
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Mike Lewandowski
Constance Mason
Marietta Mitchell

Laura Moldoff

Gail S. Moon

Tina Malone & Bob Moore
Tina & Tim Mosher

Fay Navratil

Shirley Neiss

Lisa M. Noles

Jane B. O'Brien

Karen & Chet Opalka
Carrie R. Pierce

Susan & Steven Powers
Rev. John Provost

R.A. Hunsdorfer Foundation
Dale & Craig Raisig
Midge & Harry Ramsey
Sylvia Ring

Eric Roccario

Joan Grusensky & Karl Roenick
Mary Beth Rockwell

Julia Johnson Rothenberg
Raona & John Roy

Susan & Peter Schaefer
Barbara & Dan Sekellick
Sara & William Sheldon
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Pat Smart

Barbara Leavell Smith

Becky Raymond & Mike Stangl
Mary Daigneault & Joseph R. Starzyk
Linda Stewart

Jeanne P. Stinson

Rosemary & Stan Supkis

Diane & John Svatek

Richard Tallman

Lisa M. Thorn, MD

Johanna & Tony Trahan

Ida L. Traschen

Paul Trela

Audrey & Joe Trupia

Stasia & Jacek Turbiasz

Ruth & Charles VanBrocklen
W. J. Lyons Funeral Home, Inc.
Eric Washburn

Ruth Wedge/Passion for Fashion
Duane Wehnau

Yvonne & Darrell Welch

Cathy & Will Welling

Betty Jean & Bill Whipple

Lt. Perry Williams

Kimberly & Gerald Young

Amy Zander
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Donations were made in honor of
Joyce Greenberg from Laura & Mark Lieberman and Judith Nauman

Donations were made in memory of
Peter Drobeck from Beryl Drobeck

Judy Gibbons from James Gibbons

Chuck Hatcher from Thomas Hatcher

Jennie Heffner from Julia Needham

Lawrence Koenig from Louise Koenig

Ruth Landau from Deborah Dorman

Frank Morlock from Ruth Morlock

Ken Neiss from Mrs. & Mrs. Donald A. Budesheim
Edward C. Oakley from Doris B. Oakley

C. Thomas O livo from Stephanie & Tom Olivo
Donna & Albert Robichaud from Joan & Donald Robichaud
Sean Weisse from Bonnie Jo Willard
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Lisa & Christopher Allison
The Andrews Family
Suzanne & Kevin Carpenter
Bonnie Cook

Thelma Culver

Joan Fuess

Mary & Michael Hall

Alice & Hal Howard
Susan Carroll Jewell
Barbara Martinage
Shirley Neiss

Barbara & Dan Sekellick
Sara & William Sheldon
Barbara Leavell Smith
Rosemary & Stan Supkis
Audrey & Joe Trupia

Donations were made in memory of
Eugene Kosarovich from Cara & Jeff Victor
Donna & Albert Robichaud from Debra & Hubert Roy
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The Center has been conducting its annual fund drive to help support the arts in our community. You may have
received our appeal letter in the mail; if not, please call Debra Roy, Managing Director at 674-2007, or go to our website,
www.slca-ctp.org, where you can make your donation online. You may earmark your contribution in whole or in part, for
the Endowment Fund, which is held with the Community Foundation and which will provide future income, or for current
general expenses which helps us sustain the Center’s day-to-day operations. Any size donation is greatly appreciated
and contributions are tax deductible to the extent of the law.

Sand Lake Center for the Arts — a multi-arts center with theater, music, visual arts, Sundays at the Center and other
special programs, and classes for children and adults — has been operating successfully for six years. Please help us
continue with our high quality programming by supporting us with your financial contribution. Thank you for your

support!
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IASKERILLES ™ ., e

Director, Kate Hans

In the classic Sherlock Holmes case set in the 1880's, rich landowner, Sir Charles Baskerville, is found dead on the moors,
apparently a victim of the family curse. The footprints of a gigantic hound are found near his body. Holmes and Watson are
called in to protect Henry Baskerville, the young Canadian heir, and to determine who or what is truly responsible for Sir
Charles' death.

The characters include:
Sherlock Holmes (35-55 years of age), a private investigator from London. Holmes will be portrayed in classic
"deerstalker" style but not a copy of any other actor who has performed the part.

Dr. Watson (40-50) Holmes’ dedicated colleague. An educated and experienced man, toughened by war service and his
adventures with Holmes

Lady Agatha Mortimer (40-50) a medical doctor and classmate of Watson. Ample, "tweedy" and forceful.
Sir Henry Baskerville (25-35) brash young heir to a fortune and a curse. Canadian, honorable.

The Barrymores (40-60) husband and wife, butler and housekeeper, respectively at Baskerville Manor. He is rather
sinister, but both are capable and know a great deal about the moors and the family.

Kathy Stapleton (20-30) vivacious friend of Sir Henry. Attractive, alert, vital, captivating.

Jack Stapleton (25-35) Kathy's brother. Given to emotional outbursts.

Laura Lyons (20-35) a capable maid with a dangerous secret

Ages are suggested only. "Couples" (Holmes and Watson, the Barrymores and Jack and Kathy Stapleton) should be
contemporaries.

For information, contact Director, Kate Hans
at 518-237-8929 or Kate_Hans@live.com

Play Reading Group -

The playreading group is enjoying reading a variety of plays...we've gone from the thriller "Veronica's Room" to the simple fun of
"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown". Last month we read "The Potting Shed" by Graham Greene and we are planning to read
"Greetings", a Christmas play, for our December meeting. The group is flexible and all are welcome. Meetings are held on
Sunday afternoons at 2:30 at Val Kavanaugh's house. If you have questions or want 2010 dates, give Val a call at 674-2426.

Youth Theater Workshops

Beginning in February on every "Second Saturday" there will be an opportunity for young people (ages 8-13) to come to the
Center and play theater games! We'll do improv, fun games and work on acting skills. The workshops are free, but registration
is required, as there is a limit of 15 students. Each Saturday, beginning February 13th, will be different and a person can
register for one Saturday or for all. We'll be continuing the workshops through June. - Val Kavanaugh

PLAYWRIGHT ALERT

It's coming! It's new and exciting! Circle Theatre Players 1st Original Play Festival will be held in December. Your original play
must be 10-30 minutes long. Contact Joan Fuess (jfuess4900@aol.com) or Val Kavanaugh (vkavanaugh@nycap.rr.com) for
further details and guidelines.

Another opportunity for you to give to the programs at Sand Lake Center for the Arts!

If you want to support the center as an individual you might want to underwrite a play just as John & Betty Siedhoff did for CTP's
production of On Golden Pond.

If you want to support the center and are a part of a corporation you can convince the powers to be to underwrite a play or a
concert, just as Walmart did for CTP's production of Professor Roth's Will.

There are ranges of underwriting as well as perks for each gift. Underwriting opportunities are available for all our programs as
well as theater and music. Contact Debra Roy at 674-2007 if you are interested and want further information.
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by Larry Shue
f ? Directed by John Trainor
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January 22, 23, 24, 29, 30, 31

Rehearsals have begun at CTP for Larry Shue's play The Nerd, a hilarious and romantic comedy that, as one reviewer
said, will "bring the audience to its knees, laughing." The play concerns a bizarre plot concocted by an old friend to unite a
young architect and his TV weather-woman girlfriend who seem to be destined to go their separate ways. The friend's
plan, featuring an outrageously funny and strange central character (the Nerd of the title) and some sidesplitting situations,
is successful in the end, and the surprise final twist will have the audience howling. Even with the hilarity, The Nerd has
much of the warmth and good feeling audiences appreciated in Shue's The Foreigner, seen at CTP two years ago.

Featured in the cast are CTP veterans, Bill Douglas, Brian Smith, Ken Ryer and Georgia Visconti as well as Jody Kordana,

seen in the last two CTP productions, Tyler Petell who performed in CTP's On Golden Pond and Erik Spielmann, making
his debut on our stage. John Trainor directs his second production on our stage.

Directed by Val Kavanaugh and Sue Frost

March 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28

Arms and the Man

Arms and the Man will be CTP's spring show this year. Although it takes place in 1895, the characters and the
situations are definitely not dated. The play deals with serious issues of glorification of war and class structure, but the
treatment is total comedy. Like all good satire, the play should provoke both laughter and thought. Audiences will fall in
love with the romantic Raina and root for the "chocolate cream soldier". Directors, Sue Frost and Val Kavanaugh, are
hoping everyone will come out on one dreary March night to spend some time in "sunny Bulgaria”. The play begins with a
man climbing in a lady's bedroom as bullets fly around his head and the action, intrigue and romance never stop.

Raina will be played by Sara Rivest, whom some may have seen in the past in shows at Averill Park High School.
Bluntshli, the chocolate cream soldier, will be portrayed by William "Kevin" Harrington, a newcomer to CTP. Dick Griffin
and Joan Fuess will act as Raina's parents. RJ Householder will portray Sergius, Raina's fiance. The cast is completed by
the servants, Louka, portrayed by Jody Kordana, and Nicola, portrayed by Ken Bagnell, and the Russian officer, played by
Steve Patton.

All Circle Theatre Players productions are held on
Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm with matinees on Sggda2:30pm.
Tickets are $16 for adults and $10 for those urider
Flex passes are available — 4 tickets for $84. €hikets can be used in any combination
(use 4 at one show or divide them among two oetsh®ws).

CTP - Award Winning Theater! On Golden Pond
| ) Excellence in Acting to
.y e Mike Steese

for his portrayal of Norman Thayer

CTP's production of On Golden Pond was an enjoyable and
engaging evening of theatre. This company continues to
produce theatre that is noteworthy, exciting and enjoyable for
its audiences. Congrats!!

- Paul Nelson, Roving Adjudicator, TANYS
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Sundc S The year _2010 marks the third season for S_updayuea?tente— our

atihe presentation of performances and other activitieghe first Sunday

afternoon of every month. This year, in collabmmatwith the Youth

Cenfer Department of Poestenkill, we will offer a very@pkseries of programs -
all family oriented The first three are described below. They dréree
of charge. We suggest that you call us at 518-B8J for reservations.
This is especially important for the workshops vehgrace may be limited.
Visit our website at slca-ctp.org for more infotina and a complete
listing of the years’ programs.

January 3 1:30pm
Motoko Dworkin - Japanese folk tales Free
Oshogatsu: Japanese New Year

Parents’ Choice Award-winning storyteller Motoko enchants children of every age with her weaving of folktales, music,
and movement. A native of Japan, Motoko is nationally known from her appearance in “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood”.
Come and celebrate the Year of the Tiger, and receive a traditional Lucky Smile Game that every child loves!

February 7 1:30pm
Phil Singer - Learn to draw a caricature (ages 7 an  d up) Free
In this workshop, Phil will offer 3 back to back classes for an hour in length to either groups by family or by age or for all
participants. The classes will be of black and white caricature drawings with charcoal shading. Supplies will be
provided.

March 7 1:30pm
Komotion - Mime, dance and clown theater Free
A glorious combination of mime, dance and clown theater. This performance will dazzle your senses and excite your
imagination, as Rich Kuperberg presents a visual collage of blacklight sculptural movement, illusions, physical clowning
antics, live music and more. You will meet a delightful character that finds himself in hilarious predicaments which he
deals with through mime, juggling and audience participation. This show is innocent enough to appeal to children and

accomplished enough to please adults.

- Alice Howard

GALLERY EXHIBITIONS
January — March 2010

All gallery exhibitions are free and open to the public on Sundays from 1 — 3pm, on Wednesdays and Fridays from
10am — 12pm, and during all SLCA performances and other events. Our gallery shows change every six weeks, and
most of the work may be purchased, which benefits both the artist and the SLCA. It's a good way to begin or add to a
collection!

Ellen Rae Panero

January 1 — February 15

Ellen presents a series of sophisticated and sensitive watercolors based in the real world yet finished in the imagination.
“My love for the quiet places in nature has been an inspiration for the majority of my paintings.” Rather than depend on
photographs, she sketches and takes notes on location, which are subsequently turned into finished works of subtle
beauty in the studio.

Shawn Snow

February 16 — March 31 Reception, Sunday, February 21, 1-3pm
The richly textured and densely layered abstract paintings of Shawn Snow fill the gallery in the late winter. Wanting to
capture the essence of the subject rather than the subject itself, Snow has created highly technical work — spending
months on layering his canvases with beautiful glazes — which proceed from a desired “image quality” rather than a
specific subject. His broad themes are age, decay and history resulting in a weathered beauty that appeals both visually
and emotionally.

- John Roy
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The 2009 Squire Jacob season closed with a full house for the ever popular Bill Staines and reservations are already
coming in for the next season. That's how excited people are about the lineup for the new year!

March 13 will bring the return of cellist, Garfield Moore, and pianist David Leighton who have each appeared at SLCA
with other groups. Now they’ll perform as SuperStrings with Malcolm Cecil on bass for an evening of music ranging from
Bach to Gilbert & Sullivan to Stevie Wonder.

On April 10 Dan and Willy Lindner as The Sky Blue Boys will come from Vermont to bring us their special vocal blend
that only comes through kinship on their old time brother duets with a touch of bluegrass.

Filling out the springtime programming will be singer songwriter extraordinaire, Bob Franke, on May 8. For more than
thirty years Bob has played everywhere from street corners to concert halls and has composed some of the most meaningful
songs ever.

As we head into autumn we’ll be graced by the exquisite and flawlessly blended harmonies of three of Canada’s very
finest singers, Finest Kind. This will be an extraordinary melding of history and song on September 25.

October 30 will bring us Fennig’s All-Star String Band with two old friends from the annual St. Patrick’s Day SLCA Benefit
Dinner. Bill Spence on hammered dulcimer, and George Wilson on fiddle and guitar, have been delighting diners with their
music and warm wit and now they’ll be joined with Toby Stover on piano in our Fuess Performing Space for even greater
enjoyment—if that's possible!

Completing our 2010 season on November 13 will be the return of one of our earliest Squire Jacob artists. Susan Trump
will work her magic as she links the tranquil beauty of our past with contemporary life through her gentle vocals coupled with
her outstanding artistry on guitar, mountain dulcimer, and banjo.

All concerts are on Saturday evenings and will include our traditional Squire Jacob delectable desserts. Tickets are $16
or $10 for those under 18, and our patrons can save by purchasing Season Passes for $84. (Groups of 10 or more,
$15/ticket) 518-674-2007 or info@slca-ctp.org.

- CarolLynn Langley
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Sand Lake Center for the Arts will be the site for a screening of the film The Singing Revolution on
Saturday, February 27, at 7pm . (Please note the change of date to Saturday the 27t h). Created
by local residents James and Maureen Tusty, the film is a documentary that tells the extraordinary story
of the non-violent path Estonia took to free itself from Soviet occupation. In 1991, after nearly fifty years
of rule by a brutal Soviet occupation, the small Republic of Estonia confronted their occupiers by
announcing their independence to the world. Music played a pivotal role in this historical event.

The Singing Revolution tells the story of one country’s undeniable thirst for self-determination and its
unshakable belief in what it means to be free—to be Estonian.

Jim Tusty is a dual citizen of the U.S. and Estonia. He and his wife, Maureen Castle Tusty, work out of their office in
Manhattan as well as their home in Averill Park, N.Y. Jim heard stories about Estonia from his immigrant father, Julius, who
came to the U.S. in 1924. In 1999 and 2001, Jim and Maureen were given the opportunity to teach filmmaking courses at a
college in Jim’s ancestral homeland. For the next two years, everything the Tustys learned stayed with them and they
eventually decided to further research Estonian history and chronicle the story of the country’s drive for independence. With
dedication—and little else—they proceeded to embark on what became a four-year journey in creating The Singing
Revolution , a movie and a movement. Both had already produced many TV programs, commercials and corporate films via
their Mountain View Group production company and had been honored with over 100 awards for national and international
films.

Sand Lake Center for the Arts is extremely pleased to be able to present this amazing film. The filmmakers will introduce
the film and host a question and answer session after the showing. Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for under 18, with
proceeds to benefit the Center. The film is not generally recommended for children under 10. Check the filmmaker’'s
website www.thesingingrevolution.com for additional information.

- Mary Hall

Thank you to.... | Thank you to....

Jay Ranken at D. Michael and Maureen Dorr and

— For wrangling our outdoor lights I

Dudley and Roswitha Dorr
Call him at 669-6328 for tree service info’ — For sealing our storage barn
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On November 15, during the Volunteer Appreciation
Reception, the Center celebrated the efforts of our
volunteer, Dan Sekellick. Dan is a helicopter pilot and
architect, and as an artist, has exhibited his works in
various venues in the Capital District. He is a SLCA
volunteer extraordinaire having been a moving force in the
set up of the visual arts aspect of our Center, as well as the
landscaping and exterior color design of our historical
building. Dan is married to his wife, Barbara, and now
enjoys doing art with his twin grandchildren. Thank you,
Dan, for your many years of dedicated service to the
Sand Lake Center for the Arts.

Dan Sekellick

A Labor of Love . .. Pictured here in the front row on the
right is Set Crew Manager, Kevin Carpenter, along with his
Set Crew seated clockwise: Bill Douglas, Tim Miller, Craig
Daniels, Bryce Ginther, Eric Washburn and John Trainor,
who all worked on the set building of our recent play, On
Golden Pond. These men volunteer their time and talents
creating sets for our plays and other Center activities. We
thank them for giving us their time, effort and patience,
especially for translating the director’s vision into a
backdrop for our plays. If you can swing a hammer, or
carry supplies, or are proficient in lighting or sound you, too,
can join the team and help us behind the scenes. Call
Debra, Managing Director, 674-2007 for detalils.

Hit

The Sand Lake Center for the Arts is seeking a treasurer. This volunteer position works closely with the Managing
Director, VP of Finance, bookkeeper, and the Finance committee. Duties include assisting with budgets, assisting in the
keeping of necessary financial records, compiling of materials for the CPA, and attending Board of Directors and finance
committee meetings. You are welcome to attend a finance committee meeting and a Board meeting to see if this
opportunity is for you! If you are looking to enhance your board experiences, take on new tasks and meet and work with
a great group of community people, then we would like to talk with you. You can visit us online at slca-ctp.org or contact
Debra Roy, Managing Director at 518-674-2007.

I know! | know! Summer Programs? Yes, we are scheduling our annual summer youth programs. This year we will
have something new - Make Your Own Movie ! Our fantastic teaching assistant, Karli Stone, will return to work with
Jim Powers to bring our young students a unique movie making experience. This course will be two weeks long and
there will be a film for the students to take home! Our Youth Theatre Players return with another month long workshop
with a live performance finale. We will also have our long-standing well attended classes like Artsmart, Creative
Movement, and Creative Clay.

Look for registration forms in your child’s backpack, school newsletters, our next newsletter or visit slca-ctp.org in the
coming months to find out more and register for another great summer art experience!

o (eTeA s
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Circle Theatre Players takes to the road . This time our production of Smoke On the Mountain
was invited to perform at the 50th Anniversary TANYS Festival in Batavia. The audience response
was very positive and the Festival Adjudicator announced a Discretionary Award to Barbara Neu who
did costumes for the show. Director CarolLynn Langley and cast continued to work on the production
after their May performances here at home. Their performance at Festival was the best ever and we

are very proud of them. This unusual musical required the actors to accompany themselves
on acoustic instruments and sing, as well as act... a triple talent for each of them. High school
student, Peter Keller, learned to play the mandolin for the show, adding to his incredible knowledge of
nine other instruments. This was a family production with CarolLynn directing and her husband,
Gene, on stage, and Peter performing with his father, Steven.

SLCA-CTP is a member of TANYS (Theatre Association of New York State), the statewide body of
community theaters. Circle Theatre Players' productions are adjudicated by TANYS and over the

years they have won numerous awards.

Joan Fuess, Past President of TANYS and recipient of the Mary Eva Duthie Award was honored at

the Festival's Opening Reception.

The cast, crew and director posing for their official festival photo.

Gene Langley accepted the
Participation Award for
Circle Theatre Players.

The School of Creative Arts, located
at The Sand Lake Center for the Arts,
is off to another busy and exciting year.
Ballet classes for students ages 3-16
started in September and in November the students
performed La Boite a Joujoux at The Performing Art
Center at the University at Albany. The performance was
a huge success and a wonderful experience for the
students. Our annual performance of The Nutcracker took
place in December and was as magical as ever. The
unexpected snowfall that day thrilled the young dancers
and put everyone, young and old, in the holiday spirit.
Some of the older students will be dancing at The Festival
of Flowers in Albany in February. We are all very excited
about this upcoming event.

- Jackie Abbott
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Once again, March 17" will find Chefs

McBerti and O’Langley cookin’ up a

storm for your St. Patrick’s Day enjoyment.

Corned beef and cabbage, cooked in their special
secret way, along with all the fixin's, will be yours for a
donation to SLCA of $25 per person. BYOB. There will
also be entertainment by our favorite friends, Bill
Spence on hammered dulcimer, and George Wilson on
fiddle and guitar with their inimitable vocals and wit.
Plan to sing along to some of your Irish favorites and
enjoy the company of friends, as well as the ambiance
of Ron Berti and Barbara Neu’s lovely historic home at
43 Schumann Road in Averill Park. Remember that
seating is limited, so it's not too soon to contact Barbara
at 674-8363 or bneu@nycap.rr.com.
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